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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Reﬂecting on this year’s challenges and
opportunities at the Detroit Public Library, we
agreed that what sustained and fueled our desire to
press on, is framed by passion and perseverance.

While we continued to carefully navigate the
necessary COVID-19 safety protocols, Mother
Nature intervened on June 26, 2021, with a rain
deluge that resulted in major flooding throughout the

: City of Detroit. Flooding affected Main Library and
ten branch locations - Bowen, Chandler Park, Chaney, Conely, Duffield,
Edison, Knapp, Monteith, Parkman and Redford. While tending to our
own infrastructure needs, our Mobile Library traveled the City, bringing
internet access and assistance to residents filing flood claims.

Many Detroiters faced financial challenges during the year. We

were pleased to receive a grant from the FINRA Investor Education
Foundation, which supported the enhancement of our personal finance
collection by adding relevant books, eBooks and subscriptions.

For the first time since 1981, Main Library “Nothing in the world
opened for public service on Mondays. When

the doors opened on September 7, 2021, CZ?S’::;enir;e”place of
the community gained an additional day to P :
access the extensive resources, services and Calvin Coolidge
technology at Main Library.

In keeping with a 50-year tradition, we published

our 2022 African American Booklist, entitled The Ties That Bind: African
Writers and the Black Diaspora. This Booklist provided an overview of
the rich and expansive literary world of the Black Diaspora, from Jamaica
to Brazil, to Canada, and beyond. Our adult and children’s librarians also
thoughtfully selected the best books of 2022 for readers of all ages. The
online edition of the Booklist is available on our website.

This report highlights but a few of the many creative and informative
programs and services that the dedicated staff at the Detroit Public
Library delivered during FY 2021-22. We persevered having overcome
many challenges, and never missed an opportunity to serve the people
of Detroit.
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We the Library. We Detroit. We what we do.
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It was a tremendous honor in
June 2022, to welcome Abdul
“Duke” Fakir, the last surviving
member of Motown’s The Four
Tops, along with his co-author,
Kathleen McGhee-Anderson,
to the library. The in-person
audience and online viewers
enjoyed an engaging and
informative discussion of his
autobiography, I'll Be There: My
Life with The Four Tops.
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G Coffec House Series

We were fortunate to commemorate our
twenty-year partnership with Comerica
Bank. Since 2000, the Comerica Bank Java

{ & Jazz concert series has been a much
| anticipated, signature program, thanks to

generous funding from the bank. Detroiters
have spent many evenings at Main Library,
entertained by some of our city’s finest
musicians. We launched our twenty-year
celebration in June 2022, with an outdoor
concert by Straight Ahead, followed by
Kimmie Horne (July) and Brandon Williams
(August). Beautiful weather, refreshments,
great music, and an iconic location on the

1 Woodward Avenue'lawn, attracted large
crowds. Although'the celebration was
f delayed for two years by all accounts, it
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4% Sutamer READING

Our children’s librarians continue to
play a major role in advancing the
love of reading. With the Summer
Reading 2022 theme of “Oceans of
Possibilities,” staff offered in-person
story times and activities, programs
with guests, as well as “grab-and-
go” packets. They also recorded
craft lessons and then offered pre-
assembled art and craft kits so that
families could pick them up and then
follow along at home.

Our children’s librarians and
marketing staff introduced a new
series, “Library on Location,” which

brought virtual field trips to children.

The first visit was to the Heidelberg
Project where Jenenne Whitfield
read her new children’s book,
Yeret Nutyog, about a young boy
who discovers the art in all things-
-even trash. Yeret is based on the
life of the artist and founder of the
Heidelberg Project, Tyree Guyton.
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zitops and
HOTSPOTS TO GO

As technology continues to be consistently
relevant in the daily lives of Detroiters, we are
committed to providing access and offering

a digital bridge to the residents of Detroit. In
2022, we expanded the successful “Laptops-
to-Go” program by adding an additional

300 laptops so even more customers could
check out a device to take home for 90 days.
Additionally, customers can now access the
internet at home through our “Hotspots-to-
Go” program by checking out a wi-fi hotspot
that allows them to connect their devices and
get online.
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Proj vi ART
Ih 2021 to ensure studen

Il haa
- access to art classés, we cont%w ed our
partnérshlp with PrOJectArt Wth’h' nifted

to offering virtual art instruction during k.

the week and weekends. Since 2016,
ProjectArt has offered free arts Iearnlng s
opportunities for children ages 4-18, at = =
our selected library locations.

LACKST Ty RS ..TRICITY

» The Detroit Publlc’L"Braryf sters
community throughout the City by

partnering with many local organizations.
For example, during the Summer of
2022, the Detroit Association of Black

In September 2021, Main
Library was a site for
“Dlectricity,” a light-based
art and technology festival
sponsored by Midtown
Detroit, Inc. Amanda Parer’s
40-foot high illuminated
sculpture, Man, loomed
over the Woodward Avenue
entrance, drawing huge

Storytellers partnered with the Library
to recruit ten diverse members of the
y community to read and record stories
for “Detroit Village Readers.” You may
listen to their stories on the Library’s
YouTube Channel. We also continued o crowds of enthusiastic
W, our partnership with the Accounting Aid y spectators and lots of media
. Society by providing space for a free tax coverage.
preparation assistance. This partnership -
provides one of our most valued services.
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- We empha5|zed the health"%gn i
safety of our staff and customers as
the COVID-19 pandemlc contlnued
 its third | year in 2021-2022.

han 1mportant p‘artnershlp
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I Mobile HEALTH UNIT

Additionally, library locations

hosted the Wayne Health

Mobile Unit, offering free health
and vaccine services to the
commuﬁlty"includlng COVID- 19
testing vaccinations, as
well as h"gralth screenings for
dlabetes cholesterol, kidney G
function and blood pressure. The S
mobile unit traveled to branches
throughout Detroit, bringing much
needed health resources to the
neighborhoods.
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TAXES - $27 834 5043 I
B INTEREST - $1,405,521
. _ INTERGOVERNMENTAL
- e | $1,405,521
FINES & FORFEITS - $33,146
OTHER - $31,524

’- ERGOVERNMENTAL | b
" 79,098 L=t
/ FINES & FORFEITS $83.741

$31,868,840 | $31,887,746 | ioicrediasssos
TOTAL . ToTAL M ¥ b
EXPENDITURES EXPENDITURES

DETROIT | OTHER - $9,135,377 f pRTROIN | OTHER - $11,233,751
e SALARIES & WAGES ‘ FUESLES SALARIES & WAGES
: $7,573,326 | : $10,046,417
I BENEFITS COSTS B BENEFITS COSTS
$22,490,051 5781528 | $27,702,809 $6,422,641
TOTAL | TOTAL
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